THE   KNIGHTS   TEMPLARS
them willingly. The Order also became the exchange
brokers of the day, and the system of international banking
which it founded was remarkably complete for the thirteenth
century. The Church condemned usury, but the Temple
lent money to kings and merchants and collected its interest
under the guise of rent, and the Holy See made no protest,
though the Church never ceased to denounce the Jew
moneylenders.
The Pope could depend upon the Templars as his
permanent army, but the new functions which had been
adopted by the Order made the military activities of the
institution comparatively unimportant to the brethren in the
West A Templar need no longer live only for the struggle
against the infidel. There were other things open to him,
and, if he had rank or ability, his prospects of advancement
were dazzling. Kings chose Templars for their diplomats
and their trusted counsellors 5 the Pope often made members
of the Order his emissaries ; and the man who became one of
the great officers lived in the style of a prince, ruling over
dozens of extensive estates, having an income exceeding that
of most barons, taking precedence at the court as an
ecclesiastic and respected in the councils of the Church as a
leader of warriors.
Until the latest stages of its history, the Temple was a very
exclusive organisation, and membership was an honour not to
be obtained easily. The simple tests originally imposed upon
aspirants to membership of the brotherhood had been super-
seded by a stringent cross-examination. The potential Knight
Templar attended before the chapter, which was held
secretly at night in a preceptory always carefully guarded
against interlopers. He must give proof that his father was
of knightly caste and that he himself had been born in wed-
lock. Illegitimate knights were barred from membership
of the Order, apparently not because of any objection to
illegitimacy but because of the danger that a prince might try